
Dear ES Gish families: 
I would like to update you on the current COVID-19 situation in our Gish community. There is, 
understandably, much distress and concern for our students and staff with the news that as of today, we 
are aware of eight confirmed cases in our school population. I would first like to say that although we 
speak of numbers, these are members of our Gish family who have been affected, and we all care 
deeply about their wellbeing. Our thoughts are with them and we hope for a speedy and full recovery 
for all. 

As a result of the number of cases affecting our school, we are expecting that Alberta Health Services 
(AHS) will be moving us from Outbreak status to Watch status later today.  What does this mean for our 
school and our students? While we have been implementing a number of safety measures since school 
began, we will be working with AHS to determine what further steps can be taken. This may result in 
changes to your child’s schedule, as we spread out breaks/lunches/etc. even further, or reduce the 
number of teacher specialists working with different classes, to limit interaction among cohorts. More 
information will be provided in the days to come. 

As of today, five classes of students, along with some staff members, are isolating and will be learning 
and teaching from home for two weeks (their return date depends on when they started isolating, so 
different classes may have different return dates). It’s important to note that none of the confirmed 
cases exhibited symptoms while at school. 

What can you as parents do to help limit further spread? 

• Please continue to remind your children of the importance of following distancing and cohort 
rules, both at school and outside of school hours. Limit your child’s interactions to their cohorts 
(family, school, sports, etc.). 

• Ensure you go through the AHS screening questionnaire daily before sending your child(ren) to 
school or on the bus. 

• Keep sick children at home until their symptoms resolve. 
• Ensure your contact information (phone number and email) is up to date at the school and that 

someone is available to pick up your child if they start to show symptoms while at school. 
• We encourage you to consider having your asymptomatic children tested at local pharmacies.  

I know this is a stressful time for you and your family. Please be assured we are doing all we can to 
ensure a safe school environment for your children. I appreciate the support we have received from our 
families as we work together to ensure our community’s safety.  

Sincerely, 

John Strembitsky 

Principal 

 

https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-covid-19-screening-questionaire-english.pdf

